
The VML Go Green Virginia initiative (GoGreenVA) 
recognizes that communities need to take innovative 
steps to reduce energy usage and promote sustainability.

Member local governments are urged to participate in a 
friendly competition known as the Green Government 
Challenge designed to encourage implementation of 
specific environmental policies and practical actions 
that not only reduce carbon emissions, but can save 
local governments money.



Green Government Challenge Basics

• Governments earn “green points” by 
implementing or adopting up to 30 
policies and actions divided into 11 
categories ranging from energy 
efficiency and green buildings to land-
use and innovation.

• Amassing 100 to 124 “green points” out 
of a possible 200 earned certification as 
a “Green Government.” In addition, 
local governments could earn Silver, 
Gold and Platinum levels of 
certification for scores of 125 points or 
higher.











Green Government Challenge Results

• 101 local governments have participated;
• 59 submitted scores; and
• 42 have become certified



Expansion of the Challenge in 2009/2010

• 52 public school systems and 14 independent schools 
have participated.

• Green Challenge model has been emulated both 
within and outside Virginia.



Green Community 
Challenge

• Local governments account for approximately 5 percent of total 
energy use.

• 40 action items in 3 broad categories: environmental, 
economic, and social.

• Pilot Phase communities: Blacksburg, Loudoun, City of 
Roanoke, and Norfolk

• Green Community Challenge Implementation Guide - pilot 
communities will be featured as case studies in the Guide and 
their best practices will be publicized throughout Virginia and 
the country

http://www.icleiusa.org/
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